Volunteer Opportunities at
Pathways

organization. Whether they are helping in the classroom

on a regular basis, providing a one-time enrichment activity,
extending a professional service such as tax advice or information
technology guidance, or getting involved at the committee level,
theirtime is greatly needed and appreciated.

Volunteers at Pathways play a crucial role in the

Classroom volunteers provide the opportunity for children to work
one-on-one or in small groups and usually commit to visiting a

few hours each week. The children enjoy and look forward visits
from special guests like Nancy Balf (photo below) who volunteers
at Pathways’ Rockport Head Start. Classroom volunteers are
needed throughout Pathway’s programs working with children ages
6 weeks to 12 years old.

Providing enrichment
activities such as
reading to the children
or sharing a special
skill or interest are
always at the top of
the list for volunteer
needs. Teachers
welcome visits from
those who may not
be able to commit
weekly, but wish to
add something special
beyond the classroom
curriculum.

In addition to

volunteering with

children in the classrooms, Pathways is always looking for people
to getinvolved at the committee level. Committees work with

staff and also independently to develop a program to bring to
Pathways. Currently we are seeking volunteers to get involved in
forming an Enrichment Committee to seek out and plan enrichment
opportunities for our kids such as visits to a museum, guest
speakers, or special field trips. We are already off to a great

start! Thanks to the Rockport Chamber Music Festival, our Head
Start classrooms will have a classical music program this spring
and the Cape Ann Historical Museum is planning outreach to our
school-age classrooms in advance of their upcoming exhibition on
Gloucester artist Fitz Henry Lane.

If you are interested in volunteering your time, please contact
Stephanie Walters at 978-281-2400 ext. 154. We would to hear
from you!

D

Our Wish List

Baby food: Rice cereal, oatmeal,

variety of fruits and vegetables

Baby formula: Enfamil with Lipil powdered

Disposable bibs, called “Bibsters” for toddlers

Diapers: Sizes 4 and 5

Puffs (tissues for sensitive little noses)

Laundry Detergent - Fragrance free, any brand

Disposable Cameras

Batteries: AA, AAA, C and D

Photo paper

Large wicker baskets

Children’s socks

Children’s underwear: Sizes 4 and 6

Children’s sweatpants: Sizes 4 and 6

Printer Ink Cartridges for Teacher's
Resource Room
(Cannon BJC-4000 series)

Craft Supplies: markers, pencils, colored pencils,
watercolors, beads, construction paper,
glue sticks, crayons, and stickers

Books on Tape

PC Software - please call our IT department
first to confirm compatibility,

Candace at 978-281-2400 ext. 220

Do you receive the Pathways
E-newsletter?

Don't forget to add your email address to the list
for the Pathways E-News, which will be published

monthly and will contain up-to-the-minute news on
events and celebrations, campaign updates, and
direct links to the Pathways website. To add your
name to the list, go to www.pw4c.org or send an
email to swalters@pw4c.orgnd put subscribe e-
news in the subject line.
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A Very BIG Year for
Pathways!

ot only is Pathways celebrating a 40™
birthday this year, we are closing in on

the completion of our capital campaign,
“That's My School!” In four years, the
organization has moved from an overcrowded
building that it leased from the City of Gloucester for
$1, to a 15,000 sq. ft. state-of-the-art child care facility.
Without a new building, Pathways (then Child Development
Programs) would not have been able to continue. In the short time
since we moved, more than 1,000 children have attended a Pathways
program. Since 1967, we have served more than 10,000! Without
Pathways, where would these children have been? Our capital
campaign, with an original goal of $5.5 million, has only $1.3
million left to raise by the end of this year, and we are energized
by the thought of reaching this goal!

The campaign’s home stretch also provides our biggest challenge.
With that in mind, we have launched our final, and public, phase of
the campaign. On February 13, President and CEO Sue Todd and
Board Vice Chair Derek Reed (Beauport Financial Services) made the

official announcement of our 40" birthday and the
public phase of the campaign at a meeting of the
Gloucester Rotary Club. We are planning a
birthday party, complete with a very large cake,
and other events to celebrate our four decades of
service to the Cape Ann community. To stay
informed of all of the celebration activities, sign
up for our e-newsletter if you do not currently
receiveit.

Will you help us? We have two campaign
committees, a Major Gifts Committee that has been
meeting since the beginning of the campaign, and a
Community Committee, which is now forming. We are
looking for volunteers to help us plan our birthday/campaign
party and to help us reach out to the community to “tell the Pathways
story.” If you belong to a community group of any sort, please help
us get the word out by scheduling one of our staff or volunteers for
a brief presentation; we’ll bring a birthday cake! We also encourage
individual as well as group tours of the new facility, and are very
flexible as to time and date. If you or a family member attended
Head Start or Child Development Programs over the years, we'd love
to hear from you. We're looking for stories, anecdotes, and photos
for our celebration. Call the development office at 978-281-2400,
extension 150. Together we can celebrate our birthday, complete our
campaign, and continue to serve the future leaders of Cape Ann, for
the next 40 years!

A Message fom SueTodd

lot happens in 40
years and indeed that
is true for Pathways.

Beginning in 1967 when we

first began providing Head

Start services under the grant

awarded to Action, Inc., we

have been on the move.
From humble beginnings renting space in church basements all over
the city, to the basement of the old armory building (now the
Gloucester Housing Authority), to the old Maplewood School and
finally settling in our own building on Emerson Avenue, our
commitment to providing the highest quality early education and care
to hundreds of children and their families each year has not
wavered.

There have been many challenges over the years, but as is so often
the case, each presented its own opportunity to change and grow in
order to be more effective and responsive to the needs of our very
special Cape Ann community. Recognizing that the need for
nurturing, educational childcare extends beyond just the three and

four year old population that Head Start served in 1967, we have
expanded our care - now beginning with six-week old infants and
ending with children turning thirteen. In 1967, the majority of our
families were receiving public welfare assistance; today less than 9%
do and most are in programs that will enable them to become self-
sufficient. In 1967, few people knew about our programs and finding
qualified staff was a challenge. Today there is great awareness of
“Pathways” and we employ over 100 people, most residing on Cape
Ann. In 1967, there were three classrooms, today there are seventeen.

Today we are on the brink of fulfilling a goal that could not dare be
dreamed back in 1967 — that we would one day own a wonderful
facility in which our community’s children could thrive for generations
to come. With your help, we will reach our Capital Campaign goal of
$5.5M this year and be able to invest more of our precious human
and financial resources where they are most needed — providing the
highest quality programs for our children. Thanks to so many who
have already chosen to invest in the future of those children, we have
only $1.3M left to raise! What better birthday present could we give
to the children we will serve over the next 40 years than achieving
such an exciting milestone in Pathways history!



